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reconsider his decision, but he was obdurate. He would rather
remain where he was, he said, than be " a king of the Revolution."
So the whole project fell through.
§ 156. the third republic.—Nevertheless the monarchists
did not despair. Chambord was an elderly man, and when he
died the way would be cleared for the Orleanist candidate.
Meanwhile MacMahon would carry on as a sort of caretaker.
An Act called the Septennat was passed making him President
for seven years, in the hope that before the expiry of that term
the desired event would have taken place.
But this was reckoning without their opponents. In spite of—
perhaps partly because of—the bitter persecution by the Broglie
Ministry, republicanism grew more rampant as time went on.
Gambetta, " the commercial traveller of the Republic/' rushed
from town to town, making eloquent speeches, holding con-
ferences, and gaining thousands of adherents, especially among
the humbler bourgeoisie and the artisan class. His immediate
object was to force the Assembly to fix the constitution, for in
the existing circumstances this could hardly take any form but
a republic. The number of republican members in the Assembly
grew steadily, and the municipal elections at the end of 1874
were taken as a sort of unofficial plebiscite. The results made it
obvious that the nation was republican at heart, and the
monarchists sulkily allowed the passing of a series of " con-
stitutional laws," one by one. By the end of the following
year it had been settled that a Senate was to be elected for nine
years by local councillors, and a Chamber of Deputies for four
years by universal suffrage; and that the two Houses were to
combine to choose the President, who was to hold office for
seven years. A Ministry could hold office only so long as it
enjoyed the confidence of the Chamber, which wielded the
" power of the purse," as in England. The President could
not dissolve the Chamber before the expiry of its four years
without the consent of the Senate. Even now it was claimed
that this was merely a temporary arrangement; but the

